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With Christ as the Cornerstone, we will build a church of living stones,  
where every member is a minister and is equipped to express God’s love  

by word and deed to all people.  
      Based on I Peter 2:5, 6 

The flowers are provided by Pepper and Heather Choplin  
in celebration of their 44th wedding anniversary. 

For centuries the Dutch placed Cradle Crosses over the beds of their infant children –  
that this symbol of the Christian faith might always be a part of the child’s consciousness. 

Today we hang a Cradle Cross to celebrate the birth of Alice June Craig, 11/6/25. 
Alice is the daughter of Sam and Emily Craig. 



 ☦Hymn of Response “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” BEACH SPRING 
    Words by Robert L. Edwards (alt.) 
    Music from The Sacred Harp 

  God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, 
  nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, costly cross, grave's shattered door: 
  gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise; 
  thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. 

  Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
  all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one. 
  Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone. 
  Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne. 

  Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred: 
  ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word. 
  Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ's ageless call, 
  healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all. 

  Celebrating Community  Christian McIvor 

 ☦Sending Song “For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX 
   (Excerpt) Words by Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (alt.) 
    Music by Conrad Kocher 

  For the joy of human love, 
  neighbor, sibling, parent, child, 
  friends on earth, and friends above, 
  for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
  Lord of all, to thee we raise 
  this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 ☦Benediction  Anna Beth Cross 

  Postlude   “I Come with Joy” by Gilbert M. Martin 
   Pam Weis  
     
  

     

 The Worship of God November 16, 2025  
 Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time    

 Gathering Music  “Draw Me Close“ Words and Music by Kelly Carpenter 
  GBC Worship Band  

    
  “You Are My Vision” Text: Irish Poem 
   trans. and adapt. Mary E. Byrne, 
   Eleanor Hull, and Rend Collective 
   Music: Irish Ballad arr. Rend Collective 

  “Seeing Through the Eyes of Jesus” Words and Music by 
   Christian McIvor ©2022 

  “What a Wonderful World” Words and Music by 
   Bob Thiele and George Weiss 

 Prelude “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” by Henry Smith 
  Sandra Hunt arr. John F. Wilson 

 Welcome Christian McIvor 

   
 ☦Call to Worship  
  
 One:  Come, let us celebrate the wondrous gifts that God has given us. 

 All:  Throughout all our lives, God has blessed us with love and hope. 

 One:  Praise be to God who provides for us. 

 All:  May our hearts be truly grateful, and may we show our gratitude  

  by the ways in which we live and care for others. 

 One:  Hallelujah! 

 All:  Amen. 

 ☦ Please rise in body or spirit. 



☦Opening Hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 
    Words by Martin Rinkart  
    trans. Catherine Winkworth (alt.) 
    Music by Johann Crüger harm. Felix Mendelssohn 

 Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things hath done,  in whom this world rejoices; 
 who, from our mothers' arms, hath blessed us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 
 and keep us in God's grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

 All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, 
 to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given: 
 the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, 
 the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore. 

Children’s Sermon  April Alston 

Pastoral Prayer   

Offertory Anthem “Look at the World” by John Rutter 
   GBC Choir  

 Look at the world, everything all around us: 
 Look at the world, and marvel every day. 
 Look at the world: so many joys and wonders, 
 So many miracles along our way. 

 Refrain: 
 Praise to three, O Lord, for all creation, 
 Give us thankful hearts, that we may see: 
 All the gifts we share and every blessing, 
 All things come of thee. 

 Look at the earth bringing forth fruit and flower; 
 Look at the sky, the sunshine and the rain; 
 Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains, 
 Valley and flowing river, field and plain:  
 (Refrain) 

 Think of the spring, think of the warmth of summer 
 Bringing the harvest before the winter's cold. 
 Everything grows, everything has a season, 
 Till it is gathered to the Father's fold: 
 (Refrain) 

 Every good gift, all that we need and cherish 
 Comes from the Lord in token of his love; 
 We are his hands, stewards of all his bounty; 
 His is the earth, and his the heavens above: 
 (Refrain) 

 All things come of thee. 

☦Doxology “O Bless the Gifts” LAMB OF GOD 
    Words by Samuel Longfellow, alt. 
    Music by Twila Paris 
 O bless the gifts our hands have brought; 
 and bless the work our hearts have planned. 
 Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; 
 The rest, O God, is in Your hand. 
 (Repeat) 

☦Prayer of Dedication  David Cross 

Scripture  Luke 17:11-19, CEB Sumner Eshleman 

 One:  The Word of God, for the people of God. 
 All: Thanks be to God.  

Sermon Growing Gratitude Anna Beth Cross 
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